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patronage was everywhere deemed a sufficient
response.29 If voluntaryism was to be combated,
some measures against intrusion must be taken;
and it was upon the motion of Lord Moncriefi:,
himself a distinguished lawyer, that it was de-
clared, 'a fundamental law of the Church that no
pastor shall be intruded on any congregation
contrary to the will of the people/30 Patronage,
in fact, was not abolished; but, clearly, the need
for congregational approval deprived it of its
sting. It is important to note that not even among
the opposition to the measure was any sort of
objection urged against the competency of the
General Assembly to enact it.31
The challenge, however, was not long coming.
Within six months of the decision of the Greneral
Assembly, a vacancy occurred in the parish of
Auchterarder in Perthshire. Lord Kinnoull, the
patron, made his presentation to a Mr. Robert
Young, and the congregation promptly rejected
him by an overwhelming majority.82 The Pres-
bytery then took steps to carry out the Veto Law.33
Lord Kinnoull was not long in deciding to
contest his rights in the Courts. Into the history
of the struggle it is unnecessary to go in any
detail; the merest outline of its history must here
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